
Aberdeen Schools
Keeping you informed about our schools -- September 30, 2023

Stevens is digging in!

At Stevens Elementary School, every Friday morning it’s time for The
Husky Digs. It's when students participate in a class they really dig.

But these aren’t your typical kinds of classes. The Stevens Elementary
teachers are piloting a “Passion Class Project.” They have aligned their
personal hobbies to the curriculum and the result is that once a week
you can �nd students gardening, baking, dancing, crocheting, learning
origami, painting, sculpting and even learning how to invent a board
game. Classes also include sign language, robotics, musical production,
Spanish club and seasonal sports.

“Every teacher is involved, as well as most of the staff who have teamed
up with a teacher,” Principal Jamie Stotler said. “The kids love it. You can hear them on Thursdays
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saying, ‘Tomorrow is Friday!’ It’s really improved attendance because they want to be here for these
classes.”

The idea grew out of site visits last Spring when a group of teachers from Stevens was able to visit
several innovative schools in the St. Louis, Mo., and San Diego, Calif., areas.

In addition to staff sharing their hobbies, Principal Stotler said students were also asked for ideas.
And then they voted. Once the list was narrowed, each student picked three classes and they were
guaranteed placement in one of their top three.

All of the classes are multi-grade and this has opened doors to new relationships between students --
and between students and staff, Principal Stotler said. In the Sign Language class, for example, this
visitor observed an “upper classman” teaming up with a kindergartner to learn a new sign.

When one student was asked why she elected to be in a particular class, she said, “This is not a
class!”

“Oh, what should I call it?” the visitor asked.

“It’s … it’s … uh … it’s … I don’t know exactly, but it’s not a class because we’re not in class.”

You can �nd more pictures on our ASD5 Facebook page.

Baking Painting Robotics

More Husky Digs on Facebook!

Volunteers needed for elementary
basketball
Following the School Board's approval earlier this year to resume
the elementary basketball program, Athletic Director John Crabb
reports schools are pleased to be gearing up for six-week seasons
for 5th graders.

The girls' basketball season begins in October and will culminate
with an all league tournament. Cosmopolis and Hoquiam school
districts will also �eld teams and compete with the Aberdeen
elementary schools. The boys' league will take place in the spring.
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SCHOOL BOARD

Staying in touch with Leadership

Coaches and volunteers are needed. Contact Director Crabb at 360-
538-2065 or at jcrabb@asd5.org. The volunteer application packet
can be downloaded here.

Director Crabb adds that "if coaching is not your thing, we could use
help with o�ciating."

Information about schedules and how students can sign up is
available from the schools.

Next meeting is Tuesday, October 3
Agenda (pdf)

The next regular meeting of the Board is scheduled for 6 p.m. Tuesday, October 3, in the Community
Room at Aberdeen High School.

Those who attend regular meetings are welcome to sign up at the meeting to provide public comment
on agenda items. Written public comment for the record can also be submitted up to noon the day of
the meeting by writing to schoolboard@asd5.org. Comments or concerns not on the agenda can be
brought to the attention of the district by contacting the Superintendent's O�ce or by contacting
individual board members.
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Superintendent Jeffrey Thake, jthake@asd5.org
Business O�ce, Elyssa Louderback, elouderback@asd5.org
Human Resources, Christi Sayres, csayres@asd5.org
Special Education, Rick Bates, rbates@asd5.org
Career & Technical Education, Lynn Green, lgreen@asd5.org
Teaching, Learning & Technology, Traci Sandstrom,
tsandstrom@asd5.org
Food Services, Jaime Matisons, jmatisons@asd5.org

School Office Hours
A.J. West Elementary School

O�ce Hours: 7:30 a.m. - 4 p.m.
(360) 538-2130 / Principal Nani Villarreal

Central Park Elementary School
O�ce Hours: 8:15 a.m. - 4 p.m.
(360) 538-2170 / Principal Ruth Erwin-Svoboda

McDermoth Elementary School
O�ce Hours: 8 a.m. - 3:30 p.m.
(360) 538-2120 / Principal Mindi Hammill

Robert Gray Elementary School
O�ce Hours: 8 a.m. - 3:30 p.m.
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(360) 538-2140 / Principal Sherri Northington
Stevens Elementary School

O�ce Hours: 7:30 a.m. - 4 p.m.
(360) 538-2150 / Principal Jamie Stotler

Harbor Learning Center
O�ce Hours: 7:30 a.m. - 3 p.m.
(360) 538-2180 / Principal Lisa Griebel

Hopkins Preschool
O�ce Hours: 8 a.m. - 3:30 p.m.
(360) 538-2190 / Principal Darby Carroll

Miller Junior High School
O�ce Hours: 8 a.m. - 3 p.m.
(360) 538-2100 / Principal John Meers

Aberdeen High School
O�ce Hours: 7:30 a.m. - 4 p.m.
(360) 538-2040 General / Principal Aaron Roiko
(360) 538-2060 Attendance Line



Office of the Education OmbudsOffice of the Education Ombuds

The Washington State Governor's O�ce of the Education Ombuds (OEO) was created to help
families navigate the education system.

Get your game tickets online or at the door

https://www.oeo.wa.gov/en


****************************
The Aberdeen School District does not discriminate in any programs or
activities on the basis of sex, race, creed, religion, color, national origin,
age, veteran or military status, sexual orientation, gender expression or
identity, disability, or the use of a trained dog guide or service animal
and provides equal access to the Boy Scouts and other designated
youth groups. The following employees have been designated to handle
questions and complaints of alleged discrimination: Christi Sayres, Title
IX Coordinator and Civil rights Compliance Coordinator, 216 North G St.,
Aberdeen, WA 98520; (360) 538-2222; csayres@asd5.org; Dr. Richard
Bates, Section 504/ADA Coordinator, 216 North G St., Aberdeen, WA
98520; (360) 538-2017; rbates@asd5.org.

The Athletic Department is pleased to introduce online ticket sales
through GoFan. You can still buy tickets at the gate. Athletic Director
John Crabb said the e-ticket option will be available for all home
sporting events. Patrons can buy season tickets or individual
tickets.

Access the online ticket site using the QR code at left or by visiting
here.
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